
Dear Parish Family, 

The peace of Lord be with you! 

Back in July Fr. Bob from St. Augustine’s hosted a luncheon for group of priest friends.  
As always, there were no limits to Fr. Bob’s detail to his ministry of hospitality.  In fact, 
this was the first time I was able to leave the rectory since surgery.  The guest list 
included some of guys I attended College Seminary with at Seton Hall.  One in 
particular, Fr. John Gabriel, who is stationed at St. Paul’s in Ramsey, was in 
attendance.  Fr. John not only vested me on the occasion of my Ordination to Diaconate 
but preached at my First Solemn Mass as well as my Silver Jubilee of Priesthood.   

After our delicious luncheon we gathered in the chapel. Fr. John then bestowed upon 
me the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  Each of the priests present then took a 
relic of St. Pio (Padre Pio) and pressed it to my head seeking his intercession.  This 
past Tuesday we once again met for lunch.  It was a delight for me to get out of the 
rectory, enjoy camaraderie with my brother priests and, of course, the delicious food!  
This time around Fr. Dan Sloan was able to join us. As is our custom, immediately 
following lunch we gathered in the chapel.  Fr. Dan encouraged all present to lay their 
hands upon me.  The priests kept repeating a mantra inviting the Holy Spirit to come 
and rest upon me.  Fr. Dan was moved to speak in tongues. This time I received the 
Apostolic Blessing (so l am in good hands for the final part of my journey).  

As a child I longed for a brother.  Now I realize the Lord in His wisdom has provided me 
bothers when I needed them most.  My bothers that I share the gift of Priesthood with 
have given such attentive spiritual care. Even the men of parish with whom I shared 
retreats over these many years have been brothers to me.  They pray with me, 
celebrate with me and help me in many ways.  A great saint, whose name escapes me 
at the moment, once said “suffering and sickness makes us discover who we truly are.”  
I pray I have been a brother to any who have crossed my path.  Their presence in life 
fills me with a spirit of blessedness! 

Pax, 

Fr. Ed 

 


