
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Aug 2, 2020

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday 

8:30 a.m. 
Aug. 3rd  
Charles A. Tatham by The Karl 
Tatham Family  

Tuesday 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Aug. 4th  
St. John Vianney, Priest 
Special Intention for three good 
friends 

Wednesday 
 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Aug. 5th  
The Dedication of the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major 
Kate, Dom & Fr. Mario Antoci by 
Rita Kilpatrick 

Thursday 
 

    8:30 a.m.  

Aug. 6th  
The Transfiguration of the Lord 
Rita Ryke by Margaret Bryan    

Friday 
 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Aug. 7th  

St. Sixtus II, Pope and 
Companions; St. Cajetan, Priest 
Purgatorial Society  

Saturday 
 

4:00 p.m. 

Aug. 8th  
St. Dominic, Priest 
Joseph Calvanelli by Muriel 
Calvanelli 

Sunday Aug. 9th  
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

10:00 a.m. Stefan Ivanko & Drago Ivanko by 
Mary Schnal & Claire Schiller 
Dominic Osegbe by The Udom 
Family 

 Michael Acquavella by Maria 
Acquanella 
 

Candle Offerings 
 The Sanctuary candle is offered in loving memory 
of Frank Passalaqua by daughter, Josephine La 
Grego. The candle before the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
offered in loving memory of Michael & Harriet 
Domski by daughter, Harriet. The candle before St. 
Joseph is offered in loving memory of Salvatore 
Passalaqua by sister, Josephine La Grego. The 
candle before St. Jude is offered in loving memory 
of Mary Pinnaro by Maryanne Casalino.  
 
The flowers before the Blessed Virgin Mary are 
offered in loving memory of Thomas L. Haggerty 
by Kathleen Donnelly. 

 

 
 
 

Daily Readings 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
Sunday 
Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 
Monday 
Jer 28:1-17; Mt 14:22-36 
Tuesday 
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-
14 
Wednesday 
Jer 31:1-7; Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9 
First Friday 
Na 2:1, 3, 3:1-3, 6-7; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday 
Hb 1:12—2:4; Mt 17:14-20 
 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3 
With great enthusiasm and fervor, God urges his people 
to come to him and to accept the gifts he extends to 
them. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39 
In words that are both stirring and courageous, Paul 
exclaims that nothing will separate him and his 
followers from the love of Christ--neither trial--nor 
persecution--nor death. 

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 
Matthew gives us a straightforward and convincing 
account of the miracle of the loaves and fishes. Because 
the crowds following Jesus were hungry, he took five 
loaves and two fish, blessed them, and gave them to the 
crowds. Although the people numbered about five 
thousand, there was still food remaining. 

 
The collection amount for the weekend of July 
26th was $8,150. The HELP collection for the 
weekend of July 19th was $120 and for July 26th 

was $599. Thank you for your continued support of our 
parish! 

 
Nativity of our Lord now offers 
online giving. Our location of the 
Online Giving is located to a more 

visible spot on our homepage. Church donations can be 
made through the link on our website. Thank you for the 
continue support of the parish!!! 



A MESSAGE FROM FR. ED 
 
Dear Family and Friends 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you this day! 
 
On July 7th I successfully completed my whole brain 
radiation sessions.  Such treatment has left my physical 
condition with extreme fatigue, exhaustion, and 
dehydration.  Several days later I completed the research 
I chose to enroll in at Memorial Sloan Kettering.  I do 
hope that my participation in this research will be of 
value to other patients who suffer with cancer.  
Beginning on July 23rd I got a much-needed break from 
any doctor appointments, blood tests or weekly visits to 
MSK.   
 
On July 1, I had a meeting between my team at MSK in 
conjunction with another team at Cornell to address my 
vision impairment.  I’m unable to drive, read, text, or 
even watch television. They believe that with the use of 
a prism fitted to my glasses they will be able to correct 
the degeneration due to so many brain surgeries and 
rounds of radiation. My only concern in all of this is be 
restored to the faithful celebration of Holy Mass.  You 
cannot possibly imagine how I miss celebrating Holy 
Mass with all of you or even privately in my suite at the 
rectory.  I shared with Bishop Checchio that this has 
been one of the greatest sorrows as a priest. To be 
stripped of this privilege and grace has cast me into a 
spirit of desolation.   However, July 1st was indeed a 
hope-filled day!   
 
With your help I was finally able to gain some weight!  
So many of you have provided food to the rectory.  
Originally, I weighed 218 pounds when I began this 
journey with cancer.  I managed to drop down to 153 
pounds.  I have been joking with Fr. Lance and my 
sister, Maureen that the funeral buffet just keeps on 
coming through the rectory door.  The only problem 
with this picture is that the team from DeMarco Home 
for Funerals has yet to retrieve the body!  
 
I now have a prayer request for each of you.  On August 
13th I will undergo another MRI of my brain and the 
following day a CAT scan of my esophagus.  Please join 
me in prayer with my two great intercessors, St. 
Bernadette and St. Pio, to accept, whatever the outcome, 
with perfect resignation that God’s Will be done be in 
my illness. 
 
Pax, 
 
Father Ed 

HIS WORD TODAY 
by Rev. William J. Reilly 

 
 

“Thus says the Lord: All you who are thirsty, come 
to the water. Come without paying and without 
cost... Heed me and you shall eat well. You who 
have no money, come receive grain and eat. Come 
to me heedfully, listen, that you may have life. I 
will renew with you the everlasting covenant.” 
 
During the hot days of summer, we are constantly 
looking for relief. A refreshing drink, a cool breeze, a 
pool or lake, a break from oppression and toil. Water 
is often the most welcome solution. 
 
It was the water of baptism which gave us new life, 
and allowed us to live the covenant the Lord made 
with His people. Water was a constant in the bible 
from creation, the flood, the Red Sea, and even the 
side of Jesus on Calvary. 
 
It is the water of grace which enables us to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When we 
celebrate the sacraments, every time we receive the 
Eucharist, we are touched by God’s saving grace. 
Maybe it is worth a minute to ask the Lord to help me 
appreciate the great gift He offers me constantly. 
 
Remember this spring when the virus reminded us to 
wash our hands for twenty seconds? It was not only a 
precaution, but a remedy. May we “come to the water’ 
and be renewed. 

 
 

No food drop-off 
until further notice 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Due to the Covid – 19 and our 
planning for next year, all 
registration forms are due August 
15, 2020. The 2020-2021 

registration link is on our website. Please log onto 
www.nativitymonroe.org click on the religious 
education tab.  If you have any questions regarding 
the 2020-2021 program, please contact the Religious 
Education Office at 609-371-2518 or email questions 
to pcl@nativitymonroe.org.  
 

http://www.nativitymonroe.org/
mailto:pcl@nativitymonroe.org


Mass Announcements 
 Re-Entering of the Church 

 
• We are happy to announce that on Tuesday, 

June 30th at 8:30am we did resume our daily 
Masses. Be sure to wear your facemask and use 
hand sanitizer when you come.  Seating will be 
marked and you will be directed where to sit.   
 

• We would be most grateful if you would be 
observant of the social distancing in the foyer 
after Mass.  Also, if you are not feeling well 
kindly do not come to Mass. We need to keep 
everyone safe from the Covid 19.  

 
• On the weekend of July 4th and 5th we did 

resume our Weekend Masses. Saturday, July 4th 
at 4:00pm and Sunday, July 5th at 10:00am. 

 
• We ask that you follow the directions of the 

ushers.  They will direct you to your church 
pew.  There will be no selective seats. You will 
fill in as you come to church.  The side pews 
(right and left) will be saved for families of 
three or more.  The center pews (right and left) 
will be saved for one or two individuals/couples.  

 
• Communion will be distributed after Mass 

during the final hymn and then exit immediately 
to your cars. 

• When the pews are filled the church doors will 
close. If you cannot enter the church on either 
Saturday or Sunday, before you depart for 
home, you can receive communion, which will 
be distributed by one of the Deacons at the door.  
You can attend Mass via live stream on Sundays 
only at 10:00 AM.  

• For parishioners who do not plan on attending 
services on either day, can still live stream Mass 
on Sunday. If you wish to receive communion 
following the live stream Mass, you can drive to 
church and receive communion in your cars as 
we did for the drive through weekends in June, 
from the Deacons.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Announcement 
Guatemalan Scholarship Fund: Please consider a 
full or partial sponsorship of a child in our “Sister 
Diocese” of Santa Rosa in Guatemala. Thanks to our 
generous parishioners, we currently provide annual 
scholarships to 21 children in Guatemala. Thank you 
for giving them a chance to attend school and give 
them hope for a bright future. A full scholarship for a 
high school student is $675 a year ($56.25 a month) or 
$420 a year for a grammar school student ($35/month) 
but we will be happy to combine your gift of any 
amount with others. Checks can be written to “Nativity 
St. Vincent de Paul Society” with “Guatemalan 
Scholarship” in the memo line.  Please contact Mary 
Ann Munson at mpmunson@att.net or 732-270-4028 
for further information or any questions. 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
“Jesus said to them, “There is no need for them to go 
away; give them some food yourselves’.” (Matthew 14:16) 
This is what Jesus said right before he fed the five 
thousand men. How often do we really place our trust in 
Jesus when the situation looks grim? With Jesus, no gift is 
too small or insignificant when offered with love. But, we 
have to do our part. We should trust that Jesus will provide 
all that we need. We need to believe that Jesus has a better 
plan in store for us. 
 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
 

Sgt. Cody Bonicky - Army 
Jason Dunsavage – US Coastguard 

2nd Lt Jenny Anselmo Forbes - US Army Intelligence 
Major John Aiken, US Army 

Capt. Daniel Taubensat  
MSG Geoffrey Marshall - US Army 

John Pisapia – US Navy 
Ryan Shelton, Capt. – US Army  

Nicholas Palmer. US Army  
Col. William Thomas Baden – Air Force 
Lt. Christopher J. Freeland – US Navy 

1st Lt. Steven Snyder – Air Force 
Daniel Knowles – Coast Guard 

Justin Joseph Laguna – Air Force Reserves 
Michael Ernst – Air Force Reserves 

Lt. Yvonne Zirrith – US Navy 
Capt. Bradley James Tobasco – Air Force 

Tech. Sgt. Joseph Diaz – Air Force 
 

mailto:mpmunson@att.net


THE MISSION OF THE PIARIST 
FATHERS IN CENTRAL AFRICA 

 
The Religious Order known as the Piarist 

Fathers was founded in Rome in the 16th century by a 
Spanish priest called St. Joseph Calasanz. The Order 
was founded to respond to a particular societal need at 
the time which was to offer a holistic education to 
children and youth from very poor backgrounds. Since 
then our mission has grown all over the world. 

 
In the Central 

African region for which 
the collection will be made, 
we are present in four 
countries namely: 
Cameroon, Equatorial 
Guinea, Gabon and 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. All together we run 
14 elementary schools, four 
high schools, and two 
centers of professional 
education, and eight 
parishes. 
  
 

We are involved in humanitarian, pastoral and 
educational activities. We believe that with the present 
situation of poverty and underdevelopment, education 
and humanitarian attention is the best approach to 
transform the situation.  
  

 
However, for the past four years, the English-

Speaking region of Cameroon where we have been 
present for over thirty years has been plagued in a 
disastrous socio-political crisis. As a result of this 
crisis, many families have been displaced, a lot of 
property has been destroyed and many lives lost. The 

whole situation has brought untold effects on the 
families and the children in particular notably, hunger, 
joblessness and worse of all, a disruption in the 
education of the children for four years.  

  
 
Faced with this situation, the Piarist Fathers have been 
at the frontline to come to the aid of these people in any 
way we can. We have organized home classes in 
Kumbo in order to teach the children who for four 
years have not gone to school. In Bamenda, we would 
like to start an agricultural training program for women 
so that they can later on feed their families. In 
Bandjoun, we have opened an English section in a 
French speaking school so as to welcome displaced 
children running away from the war zone. The 
situation is quite pathetic and has created numerous 
needs. That is why we are reaching out to you to ask 
for your prayers and financial assistance. Your kind 
donation will feed the hungry and bring back life to 
desperate families.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are grateful to the Diocesan Mission Office for 
giving us the chance to share our story. Whatever you 
can do for these children and their families, we will be 
grateful and we assure you of our prayers for God’s 
abundant blessings upon you. Donations will be 
accepted at the 10am Mass on August 9th. 



St. John Vianney 
 
Jean-Marie Vianney, (May 8, 
1786 – August 4, 1859), 
commonly known in English as 
Saint John Vianney, was a French 
parish priest who is venerated in 
the Catholic Church as a saint and 
as the patron saint of parish 
priests. He is internationally 

known for his priestly and pastoral work in his parish in 
Ars, France, because of the radical spiritual 
transformation of the community and its surroundings. 
Catholics attribute this to his saintly life, mortification, 
persevering ministry in the sacrament of confession, and 
ardent devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. His feast 
day is August 4th. 

 
The Transfiguration of the Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ celebrates the revelation of Christ's divine glory 
on Mount Tabor in Galilee (Matthew 17:1-6; Mark 9:1-
8; Luke 9:28-36). After revealing to His disciples that 
He would be put to death in Jerusalem (Matthew 16:21), 
Christ, along with Ss. Peter, James, and John went up 
the mountain. There, Saint Matthew writes, "he was 
transfigured before them. And his face did shine as the 
sun: and his garments became white as snow." 

 
 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen 
 
Please consider supporting our local poverty relief 
services by donating gently used clothing, shoes, 
household items and small appliances to  
Catholic Charities-Diocese of Metuchen.  
Clearly marked donation boxes are available in more 
than 30 locations throughout our four-county diocese.  
For a complete list of drop-off locations, visit 
http://www.ccdom.org/how-you-can-help/clothing-
donation-drop-boxes.  If you have an item that is too big 
to fit in a donation box, call 877-343-3651 to arrange for 
a free pick up at your home. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas HS 
“AQUINAS STAR” SPAGHETTI DINNER 

FUND-RAISER FOR 
ROCCO DIMAGGIO 

(3 years old with Advanced Stage 4 High Risk 
Neuroblastoma) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday October 8, 2020 
4:30 PM - 7:00 pm (Serving begins at 4:30 p.m. 

and continues until 6:30 p.m.) 
Pending the directives regarding COVID – 19, 
The dinner will be sit down or take out only! 
St. Thomas Aquinas High School Cafeteria 

One Tingley Lane 
Edison, NJ 08820 
Adults - $10.00 

Students - $7.00 Children (under 12) - $4.00 
For tickets or info please call: (732) 321 - 8815 

 
 

Saint Dominic 
(August 8,1170 –August 6, 
1221) was  a Castilian priest 
and founder of 
the Dominican Order. 
Dominic is the patron 

saint of astronomers. According to Guiraud, Dominic 
abstained from meat, "observed stated fasts and 
periods of silence", "selected the worst 
accommodations and the meanest clothes", and 
"never allowed himself the luxury of a bed". "When 
travelling, he beguiled the journey with spiritual 
instruction and prayers". Guiraud also states that 
Dominic frequently traveled barefoot and that "rain 
and other discomforts elicited from his lips nothing 
but praises to God". 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/disciple-jesus-loved-john-the-apostle-701065
https://www.learnreligions.com/saint-matthew-apostle-and-evangelist-541676
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomer
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