
The Third Sunday of Lent   March 15, 2020 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday 

8:30 a.m. 
March 16th  
Judy Caron by Lazarus Ministry  

Tuesday 
 

8:30 a.m. 

March 17th  
St. Patrick, Bishop 
William Glensor  

Wednesday 
 

8:30 a.m. 

March 18th  
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop 
Paul Bovino by The Sabella Family 

Thursday 
 
 

8:30 a.m. 

March 19th  
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary  
Marion & John S. Przonek by Their 
Loving Families 

Friday 
8:30 a.m. 

 
7:00 p.m. 

March 20th  
Reverend Stephen Congdon by The 
Golubieski Family 
Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 
4:00 p.m. 

March 21st  
Joanna Cusato by Diane & Allen Randell 

Sunday March 22nd  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

7:30 a.m. Diane Harte by David Nachman 
9:00 a.m. Richard Wolff by Esther Wolff 

11:00 a.m. Donato & Giuseppe Portento by Mr. & 
Mrs. Gaetano Gatti 

 
Candle & Flower Offerings 

The Sanctuary Candle is offered in loving memory of 
Carmelina Bagilo by Daughters. 

 
The collection amount for the weekend of 
March 8th was $15,365. Thank you for your 
continued support of our parish! 

 
    2019 Tax Exempt Statements 

Any parishioner who would like to request a copy of their 
tax exempt statement, please either call Laura McIntyre at 
609-371-0499 ext. 15 or email 
tech@nativitymonroe.org.  Please be sure to provide your 
name, envelope number and mailing address.  All forms 
will be mailed within 5 days of your request.  
 

Lenten 2020 Reflection on PRAYER  
 “Teach us how to pray”. 

We will gather Tuesday’s evenings, to learn about 
prayer. Fr. Lancelot will lead the discussion.  

 
What it means to pray? …….. Why is it so important? 

 
When: Tuesday March 17,24 
Time:    7.30pm 
Where:  Resurrection Room 

PARISH CALENDAR 
March 16 KoC Social – 6:30pm 
March 17 Religious Education – Grade 1 & 2 

6:00 – 7:30pm 
 Lenten Reflection on Prayer – 7:00pm 
March 18 Baptism Prep – 7:30pm  
March 19 Choir Practice – 7:30pm 
March 20 Simple Soup Supper 6:00pm & 

Presentation of the Stations of the Cross 
by the 7th grade - 7:00 pm 

March 23 Men’s Spiritual Group – 7:00pm - RR 
March 24 Prayer Shawl – 1:30pm Hall 
 Lenten Reflection on Prayer – 7:00pm 
March 25 Penance Service – 1:30pm and 7:00 pm 
March 26 Choir Practice – 7:30 pm 
March 27 Simple Soup Supper 6:00pm & Stations 

of the Cross 7:00 pm 
 

Daily Readings 
Third Sunday of Lent 

 
Sunday 
Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15,  
19b-26, 39a, 40-42 
Monday 
2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday 
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday 
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Friday 
Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday 
Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 

 
Children Interested in Becoming  

Altar Servers 
 Training for new altar servers will be 
held on Saturday, March 21 and 

Saturday, March 28 from 10:30 – Noon.  All children in 
third grade and above who have received the First 
Communion are encouraged to become altar servers. The 
two sessions will be held in the church on each of the two 
Saturdays. NEW altar servers must attend both 
sessions. Any current Altar Servers who would like 
refresher training are welcome to attend either one of the 
sessions. Please contact Deacon John Shelton by email at 
spmcucc@aol.com to register. 

 
 

mailto:tech@nativitymonroe.org
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Diocese of Metuchen takes precautions to prevent spread of COVID-19 
 
PISCATAWAY – Amid growing national concern over the spread of the coronavirus, the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Metuchen has enacted measures in parishes across its four counties as a precaution. 
 
The Most Rev. James F. Checchio, Bishop of Metuchen, has issued the following directives on liturgical practices to be 
observed in all parishes, institutions and organizations within the Diocese of Metuchen, effective immediately until 
otherwise notified: 
 

• As is practiced in so many of our parishes already, priests, deacons, and extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion are urged to practice good hygiene, washing their hands and using anti-bacterial hand sanitizer before 
and after distributing Holy Communion. 

• Any individual who is sick or has flu-like symptoms should not attend Mass or other Church gatherings. Mass is 
broadcast on several television channels and also livestreamed on the Cathedral’s website: stfranciscathedral.org, so 
the sick can make a “spiritual communion” until they return to good health. 

• The sign of peace should be exchanged without physical contact. 
• Distribution of the Precious Blood of Christ from the chalice is to be suspended. Furthermore, no member of the 

faithful is obliged to receive the Body of Christ on the tongue; worthy, reverent reception by hand is preferred until 
otherwise notified. 

 
“Any time there is a serious outbreak that poses a risk to public health, pastors in the Diocese of Metuchen are asked to 
monitor the progression of the outbreak and take any and all necessary precautions in their own parishes to prevent the 
spread of infection,” said Anthony P. Kearns III, Esq., spokesperson and chancellor for the Diocese of Metuchen. “As 
Catholics, we believe that the true body and blood of our Lord, together with his soul and divinity, exist under the 
forms of bread and/or wine,” said Kearns.  
 
The general message from the Centers for Disease Control and the National Institutes of Health is that all should be 
prepared, but not panicked. The diocese will continue to monitor advisories from Catholic and other organizations regarding 
precautions on the coronavirus and share any appropriate information with the faithful and the parishes. 
  
“As communities across the globe respond to the Coronavirus, we stand in solidarity with them and pray for all those 
affected by the Coronavirus and those health workers diligently working to combat the disease,” said Kearns. 
 
On February 18, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops; Catholic Relief Services, and the Catholic Health 
Association of the United States issued a joint statement in response to the outbreak of the coronavirus: 
 

As communities and public health officials respond to the outbreak of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in China and 
closely monitor its presence and progression in other parts of the world, we join in solidarity and prayer for those impacted 
or working to treat those infected by the disease. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Catholic Relief Services, and the 
Catholic Health Association of the United States hope that governments will work together in partnership to improve all 
nations’ capacity to prevent, detect, and respond to this virus. 

The Catholic Church in the United States stands in solidarity with those affected by the coronavirus and their 
families, health workers who are valiantly trying to diagnose and treat patients, and those under quarantine awaiting 
results of their screening for the virus. We offer our prayers for healing and support those organizations, both domestic and 
international, working to provide medical supplies and assistance to address this serious risk to public health. 

In early February, the Holy See sent 700,000 respiratory masks to China to help prevent the spread of the disease. 
Within the United States, Catholic healthcare providers are at the front line of providing treatment and care to those 
impacted by the virus.   

We also commend the U.S. government for transporting more than 17 tons of donated medical supplies to China. 
This response to the novel coronavirus demonstrates the critical importance of the need to work together and to invest in 
crucial health care systems here and in other countries, thus preventing and responding to community-wide emergencies. 
We urge the U.S. Congress to support these efforts by protecting access to domestic health care safety net programs and by 
providing additional emergency international assistance to areas impacted by the virus. 
 

We also urge individuals to stay informed as information becomes available by going to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention at www.cdc.gov/COVID19. 



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER ED 
Dear Parish Family, 
 

We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You; for 
by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world! 

 
Today’s gospel is a long one, but it is an important 

one. It is filled with many themes, images and allusions, 
but the Liturgy focuses our attention on one, which is that 
of living water! In our first reading Moses is confronted by 
angry and frightened people demanding drinking water. In 
the course of their desert wanderings they have to camp in 
a place where there was no drinking water. As a result, 
their trust in God was at the breaking point. Yet, not far 
ahead of them, was water in Horeb which God had sent to 
them as a gift.  

As Christians we tend to look at the gift of flowing 
water as a symbol of Baptism. Yet for people like Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and the composer of the Psalms water was a 
symbol of Divine Wisdom bestowed upon the People of 
God in the form of the Torah and of the gift of 
discernment. For St. Paul water represents the grace and 
love of God as well as the Holy Spirit. These have flooded 
our inmost heart through the gift of Baptism.   

The Liturgy now takes us to the story of the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. When Jesus meets this 
unnamed woman, He requests that she provide him with a 
drink of water. It is she who notes the impropriety of their 
interaction. A Jewish man speaking with a woman, let 
alone a Samaritan, would be scandalous based on their 
different religions and sexes. Devout Jews believed that 
Samaritans were not properly wedded to the one, true God.  
They were considered unfaithful and this is why they were 
not permitted to share vessels. All that Jesus sees is the 
readiness of this woman to hear the Good News and be 
converted. He, in fact, offers the woman a new birth by 
simply requesting that she give a Him a drink of water.  
Thus, she confidently professes belief in the coming of the 
Messiah, leading Jesus to reveal His true identity. The 
woman immediately departs and convinces other 
Samaritans to meet Him. She is a living example of 
Christian witness and discipleship.   

May we all lead others to Christ during this season 
of Lent by remaining faithful in our witness to Christ! 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Reminders for March 

17th  Grades 1 & 2 – Skills Sessions 6-7:30 pm 
20th  7th Grade Presentation – 7:00 pm  

The Living Stations of the Cross 
31st  Monthly Obligations – Grades 3 -7 
 6:00 – 7:30 pm (Parent Book Club) 

 
 

ALL ARE INVITED 
The Stations of the Cross will be presented by 
the 7th grade religious education students on 
Friday, March 20th at 7:00pm. All are invited.  

 
Looking for more catechists & 
assistants for the 2020-2021 
religious education alternative 
model program. If interested please 
email reoa@nativitymonroe.org.

 
Simple Soup Supper 

 
Bring your Friends and Family to enjoy 
Homemade & Meatless Soup every Friday in 

Lent. Father Congdon Hall.  February 28 – April 3 at 6 -7 
pm. (Donations accepted) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Drop off RSVP form at the office. 
For Questions, please contact Franny Sicat at  

(917) 364-1369 or famsmnj@gmail.com 
 
Name:  _____________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ 

Email:  _____________________________________ 

Check dates and indicate number of people attending: 
 
March 20 __________________ 

March 27 __________________ 

April 3  __________________ 

 

The Holy Thursday Mandatum 
 

On the evening before His death, Jesus washed the feet of 
His disciples, and then instructed that His followers would 
continue this practice to help us remember.  Why did Jesus 
wash the Disciples' feet? It seems like such a humiliating 
task, yet it's also personal, almost intimate. That Jesus 
performed this task as one of His last acts on earth delivers 
an important message of how we are supposed to be as 
Christians. Are we willing to wash the feet of our 
neighbors? 

In church, the foot washing ceremony is an 
important call for all people that they too should be willing 
to serve others. In the Catholic Church, this is called the 
Holy Thursday Mandatum, and the rite takes place after 
the homily. Members of the congregation are chosen to sit 
and have their feet washed by the priest or deacon, who 
plays the role of Christ. One by one, the priest/deacon will 
wash the participant's feet with a basin and a towel. It is a 
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reminder that we are of the Body of Christ and, we too, are 
called to serve others in a spirit of humility. 
 Anyone wishing to participate in this holy 
ceremony kindly contact the main office or sign the sheet 
on sister’s desk with name, address and phone number. 

 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Our next trip to Atlantic City is Tuesday, April 7th to the 
Tropicana Casino. Cost $23 PP. You will receive $25 slot 
play money. A photo I.D. is required to obtain a player’s 
card, to receive play money. Make checks payable to: 
Nativity Church Activities. Arrive at church parking lot 
9:15am. Bus leaves promptly at 9:30am. For reservations 
call Rose Ferrari 609-395-7185. 
 

MINISTRIES 
St. Vincent De Paul Society: If you are experiencing 
financial hardship due to a temporary loss of employment, 
illness, or disability, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is 
available to provide assistance for your everyday needs 
such as food, utility assistance, or agency referrals. Please 
dial the parish number 609-371-0499, then press 8, and 
leave a message with your name and phone number. 
Someone will return your call. All calls are handled in 
strict confidence. 
 
Respect Life: Annunciation Novena 
Join us in praying a special novena March 16-24 in 
preparation for the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the 
Lord on March 25.  
Novena Prayer: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-
planning/resources/upload/Annunciation-Novena.pdf 
 
Food Pantry: After all you have given, just be your usual 
generous selves. We thank you. Please remember, to 
kindly drop off food donations directly at the Monroe 
Senior Center at the reception desk, Monday – Friday 8:30 
am to 4:40pm. May we continue to serve our brothers and 
sisters for the sake of Christ. 
 
Prayer Shawl: Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
March 24th at 1:30pm. Join us as we create shawls for the 
sick and homebound members of the parish (and beyond!) 
New members are always welcome. Questions? Call 
Liz Coulston at 732-561-4139.  
 
Fair Trade: Fair trade coffee, tea and chocolate 
is available in Fr Congdon Hall during the week. Call 
Maryanne Sheerin at 609-937-4963 with any questions or 
requests. Thank you for your continued support of fair 
trade. 
 
Caring Meals: The Caring Meals group delivers soup 
year-round to our homebound parishioners and provides 
short-term help to parishioners who are recuperating from 

an illness or hospital stay with deliveries of home-cooked 
meals. If you like to cook or know of someone who could 
benefit from either of these two services, please call 
Maryanne Sheerin at 609-937-4963. 
 
Helping Hands: Do you need a helping hand with minor 
tasks around the house? There are parishioners who are 
willing to help in these situations. Please contact Esther 
Wolff by phone at 732-521-6019. 
 
Rosary Group: Please join us every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at 7:50 a.m. to recite the Holy Rosary in our 
church. Please respect this space since the Eucharist is 
present in the tabernacle.  

 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
CANCELLED 

 
The Applegarth Ladies Auxiliary 

ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, March 22nd 2020 - 8:00am to 11:30am 
Applegarth Volunteer Fire Department 

130 Applegarth Road, Monroe Twp., NJ 
  

 
 

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Stepping Forward in Faith: Grace in Action 

 
By now you have received a letter from Bishop 

Checchio inviting your participation in the 2020 Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal.   

The diocesan ministries supported by the Appeal 
directly impact many of the parishioners here at Nativity 
of Our Lord Church. 

Your gift provides formation opportunities for our 
catechists, youth and young adults. Among other important 
ministries, your sacrificial gift supports our renewed 
efforts in Evangelization & Communication. 

If you have yet to make your pledge to this year’s 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, you will have the opportunity to 
do so next weekend, March 21/22, which has been 
designated as Bishop’s Annual Appeal In-Pew Weekend. 

Please prayerfully consider a gift to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal to help our parish reach its goal. If we can 
exceed our goal, 50% of the amount collected over goal 
will be returned to us in the form of a parish rebate.  Just 
as important as our financial goal is our goal of reaching 
100% participation.  Every gift, no matter the size, is 
important and greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
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NAMING AND MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Updated as of March 15, 2020 

 
During our Parish's renovation, we will be offering a few opportunities for our parishioners to purchase a liturgical item for 
memorial.  A brochure has been sent to each family with all the details.  We will be updating the sold list on our website and 
Facebook page. Please call the office with any questions.  Thank you for all your continued support.   
 

 
Naming Opportunity                                               Price                                                                                                  Price 

NARTHEX    STATIONS OF THE CROSS    
Star of Bethlehem Stained Glass Window  $100,000  1.  Jesus is condemned to death  $5,000  

WINDOWS: above main entrance doors (3)    2.  Jesus carries His cross  SOLD  

Left Etched Glass Pane- Angel  $25,000  3.  Jesus falls the first time  $5,000  
Center Etched Glass Pane- Welcoming Sign  $25,000  4.  Jesus meets His Mother Mary  SOLD 
Right Etched Glass Pane- Angel  $25,000  5.  Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry His cross  SOLD  

Etched Doors: main entrance (2)  $15,000 
each  

6.  Veronica wipes the face of Jesus  SOLD  

SANCTUARY    7.  Jesus falls for the second time  SOLD  
Reredos  $50,000  8.  Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem  $5,000  
Altar  SOLD  9.  Jesus falls for the third time  $5,000  
Presider’s Chair  $10,000  10.  Jesus is stripped of His clothes  SOLD  
Ambo  SOLD  11.  Jesus is Nailed to the cross  SOLD  
Baptismal Font  SOLD 12.  Jesus dies on the cross  SOLD 
Altar Candles (2)  2 SOLD  13.  Jesus is taken down from the cross  SOLD  
Cantor’s Lectern  $5,000  14.  Jesus is placed in the tomb  SOLD  

SEATING AND PEWS    LITURGICAL ITEMS    
Choir Seating (30)     $1,000 each  27 SOLD  Ambry  SOLD  
STAINED GLASS - JOYFUL MYSTERIES    Holy Water Fonts (2)   $3,000 each  2 SOLD 
The Annunciation  SOLD      
The Visitation  $10,000      
The Nativity of Our Lord  SOLD      
The Presentation  $10,000      

     Finding Jesus in the Temple  $10,000      
STAINED GLASS—GLORIOUS MYSTERIES        
The Resurrection of Jesus  $10,000      
The Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven  SOLD     

    The Holy Spirit comes upon Mary and the Apostles  SOLD     
The Assumption of Mary  SOLD 

  
    

Coronation of Mary as Queen of Heaven and Earth  SOLD     

 


	Ex 17:3-7; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15,
	19b-26, 39a, 40-42
	2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30

