
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time   November 3, 2019 

 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Nov. 4 
St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
Isabella & Nicola Allegretta by Carmela 
Farinola 

Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. 

Nov. 5 
John Christofileas by Jane Christofileas  

Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. 

Nov. 6 
Robert Dowling by Theresa Dowling 

Thursday 
8:30 a.m. 

Nov. 7 
Deceased Members of Kornas & Martynuk 
Families by Olga Martynuk and Family 

Friday 
8:30 a.m. 

Nov. 8 
Eucharistic Service 

Saturday 
 

4:00 p.m. 

Nov. 9 
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
Illuminato DiMaria by Maria DiMaria 

Sunday Nov. 10 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. Rudolph Spinnler by Gerard Spinnler 
 Florence Brenda Scafidi by Adriana Vicuna 

10:00 a.m. Michael D’Ambrosia by wife Frances 

 
Candle & Flower Offerings 

The Sanctuary Candle is offered in loving memory of 
Joseph Bollino, Sr. by Joseph Bollino, Jr. 
 

IMPORTANT MASS NOTICE 

Please be advised that on Saturday, November 16th, the 
Vigil Mass will be celebrated at the parish in Fr. 

Congdon Hall at 4:00 pm instead of the Performing 
Arts Center at the Middle School.  An additional Mass 
will also be celebrated at 5:30 pm in the church hall to 
accommodate the number of people.  By law, we can 

only accommodate 250 people at a given 
Mass.  Consider worshipping with us at another 

Mass.  Sunday Masses will be at 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
at the Performing Arts Center per usual. 

Thank you for your patience during this time. 

OFFICE HOURS 
The office is open Monday thru Friday, 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 

 
The Music Ministry will hold rehearsal 
WEDNESDAY, November 6th at 
8 PM- AFTER religious ed. 

 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Nov. 4  K of C Meeting – 6:30 p.m. - Hall 
Nov. 5 Religious Education - Monthly- Gr. 3-7 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 6 Scripture Study – 9:00 a.m. Hall Room 5 
 Religious Education - Monthly- Gr. 3-7 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Choir Practice – 8:00 pm  
Nov. 7 St. Vincent DePaul – 9:00 am Hall Room 1 
Nov. 11 Companions of Pauline – 1:00- 3:00 pm 

Hall 
Nov. 12 Prayer Shawl  - 1:30 p.m. Hall Room 1 
Nov, 13 Scripture Study – 9:00 a.m. Hall Room 5 
Nov. 14 Choir Practice – 7:30 p.m. Hall 
Nov. 16 Thanksgiving food & turkeys 
 Pre- Cana – 8:00 am – 6:00 pm – Hall 

Room 5 
Nov. 17  Thanksgiving food & turkeys 
Nov. 19 Religious Education – Grade 2 

Reconciliation Retreat – 6:00 pm  
Hall Room 5 

Nov. 20 Scripture Study – 9:00 a.m. Hall Room 5 
 Religious Education – Grade 8 

Confirmation Retreat – 6:00 p.m. Hall 
 
 
 

Daily Readings 
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Sunday 
Wis 11:22-12:2; 2 Thes 1:11-2:2; Lk 19:1-10 
Monday 
Rom 11:29-36; Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday 
Rom 12:5-16b; Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday 
Rom 13:8-10; Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday 
Rom 14:7-12; Lk 15:1-10 
Friday 
Rom 15:14-21; Lk 16:1-8 
Saturday 
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 

 
 

The collection amount for the 
weekend of Oct. 27th  was $10,529. 
Thank you for your continued support 
of our parish! 



A MESSAGE FROM DEACON JOHN S. 

Dear Parish Family,  

 The scriptures this weekend provide us with several 
learnings, but as is the case with most learning, it takes more 
than hearing what we should do for them to take root in us. It 
takes a commitment to change is some way.  
 Zacchaeus, the tax collector in the gospel, could be any 
one of us as who has recognized a need within for Jesus’ help 
and are reluctant to ask for it but are willing to step out of our 
comfort zone and openly seek Jesus. The people around 
Zacchaeus could also be any of us who judge the behavior of 
others and look down on them and feel superior to them.  
 Jesus’ actions are ones that all of us try to follow. He 
knows everything about Zacchaeus but opens himself up to the 
people’s ridicule by asking him to come forward and inviting 
himself to Zacchaeus’ home. We know from many accounts in 
scripture what the significance of having a meal with someone is 
and in this event is meant not only as a gesture of understanding 
and openness toward Zacchaeus but also a teaching moment for 
the crowd to show them that everyone, no matter what they have 
done, is within reach of Jesus’ mercy.  
 Zacchaeus’ reaction to Jesus’ forgiveness by offering to 
share half his possessions with the poor and make further 
amends to those he has extorted shows his immediate 
willingness to change his behavior and respond to the offer of 
Jesus’ mercy.  
 Certainly, each of us has asked for and received Jesus’ 
mercy during our lives. When we have, did we respond in a way 
like Zacchaeus did and allow it to make a change in us or did we 
accept His mercy with little intent to change. All too often when 
we ask for God’s mercy, we are quite willing to accept it but 
along with his forgiveness comes the expectation to earn that 
forgiveness.  
 God’s love and mercy are unconditional but each of us 
needs to respond appropriately and make a firm commitment to 
change and follow through on it so that we never take God’s 
grace for granted.  

In peace,  
Deacon John 

  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious Education Office Schedule 2019-2020 
Saturdays: 10:30 am – 3:00pm 

Mondays-Wednesdays: 9:00am – 2:00pm 
Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursday Evenings by 

appointment only 
Religious Education Office is closed on Thursdays, Fridays 

and Sundays 
 

Reminders for November 
 

November 5  Monthly Obligation – Grades 3-7 
  6:00 – 7:30 pm 
November 6 Monthly Obligation – Grades 3-7 
  6:00 – 7:30 pm 
November 19 2nd Grade Reconciliation Retreat  
  6:00 – 7:30 pm – one parent must attend 
November 20 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat 

  6:00 – 9:15 pm - one parent must attend 

Christmas Wreath Sale 
 

Orders and payment due no later than November 
14th. Orders can be picked up on December 7th & 
8th outside the front of the church – right side as 

you face the church. It’s time for our annual Christmas wreath 
sale designed this year by Pops Farm Market. The wreaths are 
24 inch with a Christmas Red bow. Pick-up will on December 
7th and 8th ONLY. Parishioners who cannot make the pick-up 
dates must call Linda Fernicola at 609-439-8947 to schedule 
special arrangements. Please clip out the form below and drop it 
in the JYG drop box labeled “Wreaths” located downstairs in 
the chapel. Make checks out to “Nativity of Our Lord”. Thank 
you for your support! Questions – call Linda Fernicola @ 609-
439-8947. 

 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS 2019 

 Qty Cost Total 
 
Classic Wreath 
 

  
x $28 

 

 
Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Ph:_________________ 

 
Cell:________________ 

 
E-mail:____________________________________ 
 

 
BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 

Themes for November 
 

Dates  Sunday Readings 
11/6  32nd Sun. Ord. Time 
  Theme: Jesus’ affirmation of life after  
  death 
 
11/13  33rd Sun. Ord. Time 
  Theme: All creation joyfully awaits the  
  coming of God’s reign of justice 
 
11/20  Christ the King  
  Theme: Christ the King reigns from the  
  Cross  

 
 

 The winning numbers of the 
      2019 Parish Raffle are: 

 
Grand Prize: 1766 

1st  Prize: 1422 
2nd Prize: 1218 
3rd Prize: 0170 
4th Prize: 1130 

 
Congratulation to our Winners!!!! 

 



Grave Blanket Sales 
 

Orders and payment due no later than 
November 14th.  Orders can be picked 

up on November 30th and Dec. 1st outside the front of 
church – right side as you face the church.  
 
It’s time for our annual Grave Blanket Sale. This year our 
beautifully decorated grave blankets will be designed by 
Pops Farm Market. Proceeds from the sale will promote 
the work of their ministries. Please clip out the form below 
and drop it in the JYG shelf labeled “Grave Blanket” 
located downstairs in the chapel. Make checks out to 
“Nativity of Our Lord.” Thank you for your support! 

 
GRAVE BLANKETS 2018 

Decorated Small $25 
- includes 1 stake 

3 feet long 

Decorated Large $38 
- includes 2 stakes 

5 feet long 
 Qty Cost Total Cash/Check# 

Small  x $25   
Large  x $38   

 
Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Ph:_________________ 

 
Cell:________________ 

 
E-mail:____________________________________ 
 

 

Stewardship Reflections 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if 
I extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 
over.' " (Luke 19:8)  

We are all called to gratefully give back to the Lord in 
proportion to the blessings we have been given. This 
means everyone isn’t called to give the same amount but is 
called to give equal sacrifice. No amount is too small or 
insignificant! Open your heart, how is God calling you to 
be more generous with your financial resources and 
possessions?  

 

 

 

 
 

Nativity of Our Lord Senior Youth Group 
Fall Fundraiser 
Etsch Farm Pies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Name: _______________________________________ 
  
 
Phone # (Very Important): ______________________  

Orders due by Nov 15  
 

PLEASE DROP ORDER FORM IN SYG MAILBOX 
DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHAPEL` 

  
Pick up Pies Tuesday, November 26th 11am -1 pm and 

4 pm-6 pm in the Parish kitchen. 
  

Please Make Checks Payable to  
“Nativity of Our Lord Parish”  

  
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOU SUPPORT!  

  
Please contact Jeanette with any questions @ 908-415-3373  

 
 

Item 
#  

Description   Cost
  

Quantity
  

Total  

1  Apple Pie  $15      

2  Apple Crunch  $15      

3  Blueberry Pie  $15      

4  Blueberry 
Crunch  

$15      

5  Cherry Pie  $15      

6  Pecan Pie  $15      

7  Pumpkin Pie  $15      

8  Sugar Free Apple 
Pie  

$15      

  TOTALS        

  
  
Paid:           Cash              Check  # _________  



CHURCH RENOVATIONS 

During the renovation of the church, morning Mass will be 
celebrated 8:30 a.m. downstairs in Father Congdon Hall. 
Please respect this space since it will be our Chapel with 

the Eucharist present in the tabernacle. 

Weekend Masses will be 
celebrated at: 

Monroe Township 
Middle School 

Performing Arts Center (PAC) 
1629 Perrineville Rd, Monroe 

Township, 
NJ 08831 

Saturday 4:00 pm, 
Sunday 8:00 am  

& 10:00 am 
 

Important Information on Parking 
Handicap parking is permitted in the bus lanes 

however please park head first into the spots. DO 
NOT PARK ON AN ANGLE. DO NOT FOLLOW 

THE DIAGONAL LINES. 
 

Side Doors 
You are still welcome to visit the chapel located 

downstairs in the Hall throughout the day. The side 
doors will be open Monday – Friday from 9am – 

2pm. 
 

Church Envelopes 
If you attend another Church because of our 
renovation, kindly drop off your weekly envelope at 
the main office or drop it in the mail. 

 
Scheduled Mass Intentions 

If you have a 9:00 am weekend Mass intention 
(scheduled from July to December), it will now be 

scheduled at 8:00 am along with the 7:30 am 
intention. Thank you for your patience. 

 
Food Pantry 

Due to the renovations of the 
Church, kindly drop off all food 
donations directly to the Monroe 
Senior Center at the receptionist 
desk, Monday to Friday, 8:30 am 
to 4:30 pm. May we continue to 
serve our brothers and sisters for 
the sake of Christ. 

 

ADVENT CANDLES 
Orders are being accepted for Advent 
Candles and Advent Wreaths. Please 

complete the form below and leave it in 
the parish office or place it in an 

envelope for the collection basket at Mass. Please 
include your payment with your order. Orders may 

be picked up in the parish office. 
 

Name: ____________________________________ 
 

Ph:_________________ 
 

Cell:________________ 
  

___ Candle Sets x $5 Total: $_____ 

___ Evergreen Wreath x $5 Total: $_____ 

___ Candles & 
Wreath 

x $10 Total: $_____ 

 
MINISTRIES 

St. Vincent De Paul Society: If you are experiencing 
financial hardship due to a temporary loss of employment, 
illness, or disability, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is 
available to provide assistance for your everyday needs such 
as food, utility assistance, or agency referrals. Please dial 
the parish number 609-371-0499, then press 8, and leave a 
message with your name and phone number. Someone will 
return your call. All calls are handled in strict confidence. 
 

The St. Vincent DePaul Society together with 
the Companions of Pauline will be preparing 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets for approximately 

20 families this year. We will be collecting food and 
frozen turkeys for these baskets the weekend of November 
16th and 17th. Canned corn, canned green beans, stuffing 
and canned cranberry sauce would be very much 
appreciated. On Saturday, November 16th, Mass will be 
held in Father Congdon Hall and food and turkeys can be 
brought there. On Sunday, November 17th, we will have a 
truck outside the Middle School Performing Arts Center to 
collect food and turkeys. Gift cards to supermarkets are 
also always welcome. More details to follow, as always, 
thank you for your generosity!  

Giving Tree: This year our Parish is again 
providing Christmas Gifts to many needy families 
in our local area, our Diocese and in Jersey City 

as well as homebound senior citizens and nursing home 
residents through our giving tree program. If you are 
interested in adopting a family or a child for Christmas 
this year, please contact Linda Schilling at 
LMS652@gmail.com or 609-203-2129 for more 
information.  



Food Pantry: After all you have given, just be your usual 
generous selves. Please see instructions under the church 
renovation section. We thank you. 
 
Fair Trade: Fair trade coffee, tea and chocolate 
is available in Fr Congdon Hall during the week. Call 
Maryanne Sheerin at 609-937-4963 with any questions or 
requests. Thank you for your continued support of fair 
trade. 
 
Prayer Shawl: Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
November 12th downstairs in Room 5. Join us as we 
create shawls for the sick and homebound members of the 
parish (and beyond!) New members are always welcome. 
Questions? Call Liz Coulston at 732-561-4139 or Dorothy 
Kopil at 609-655-8138.  
 
Caring Meals: The Caring Meals group delivers soup 
year-round to our homebound parishioners and provides 
short-term help to parishioners who are recuperating from 
an illness or hospital stay with deliveries of home-cooked 
meals. If you like to cook or know of someone who could 
benefit from either of these two services, please call 
Maryanne Sheerin at 609-937-4963.  
 
Helping Hands: Do you need a helping hand with minor 
tasks around the house? There are parishioners who are 
willing to help in these situations. Please contact Esther 
Wolff by phone at 732-521-6019. 
 
Rosary Group: Please join us every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at 7:50 a.m. to recite the Holy Rosary 
downstairs in the Hall. Please respect this space since it 
will be our Chapel with the Eucharist present in the 
tabernacle. 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
 

MSG Geoffrey Marshall - US Army 
John Pisapia – US Navy 

Ryan Shelton, Capt.- US Army  
Nicholas Palmer. US Army.  Afghanistan 
Col. William Thomas Baden – Air Force 
Lt. Christopher J. Freeland – US Navy 

1st Lt. Steven Snyder – Air Force 
Daniel Knowles – Coast Guard 

Justin Joseph Laguna – Air Force Reserves 
Michael Ernst – Air Force Reserves 

Lt. Yvonne Zirrith – US Navy 
Capt. Bradley James Tobasco – Air Force 

We would like to pray for family members of those 
in our parish who are in the military. 

 
Please submit names to admin@nativitymonroe.org 

 

FLOWERS & CANDLES 
 

For those who wish to remember their loved ones or 
pray for a special intention, we have the following 
available:  

Candle intentions: These are 7-day votive candles in 
the church Sanctuary, before the statues of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Blessed Pauline or St. Joseph, St. Jude, St. 
Anthony ($15).  

Church flower offerings: $50 per basket on either side 
of the tabernacle, $35 per tray placed near the Blessed 
Virgin Mary or St. Joseph statue.  

Purgatorial Society enrollments: Members share in 
the graces of all Masses celebrated in our Church. In 
addition, a Mass is celebrated each month on the 1st 
Friday for one year for those enrolled. ($25).  

Donation cards: Your gift (any amount) to the Church 
Building Fund, Music Ministry, or St. Vincent de Paul 
Society is gratefully acknowledged in memory or in 
honor of your loved one.  

Stop by or call the parish office for more information 
609-371-0499 ext. 10. 
 

 
CONSECRATION OF OUR DIOCESE 

 
 The consecration of the diocese to Jesus Christ, 
through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe will 
take place during the celebration of Holy Mass at the 
Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi on Thursday, December 
12, 2019 at 7:00pm. The Bishop is requesting that we 
send five parishioners to represent our parish on this 
special day. If you would like to attend kindly, contact 
the parish office, 609-371-0499 x10.  
 This is an historic event for our diocese and 
with Our Lady of Guadalupe as our guide, may she 
champion for us all the graces of heaven to set out on a 
journey of discipleship, ushering in a new moment of 
fruitful evangelization for our entire diocese.  
 
 

 

mailto:admin@nativitymonroe.org

	Rom 11:29-36; Lk 14:12-14

