
Dear Family and Friends 

The peace of the Lord be with you this day! 

On July 7th I successfully completed my whole brain radiation sessions.  Such treatment 
has left my physical condition with extreme fatigue, exhaustion, and dehydration.  
Several days later I completed the research I chose to enroll in at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering.  I do hope that my participation in this research will be of value to other 
patients who suffer with cancer.  Beginning on July 23rd I got a much-needed break from 
any doctor appointments, blood tests or weekly visits to MSK.   

On July 1, had a meeting between my team at MSK in conjunction with another team at 
Cornell to address my vision impairment.  I'm unable to drive, read, text, or even watch 
television. They believe that with the use of a prism fitted to my glasses they will be 
able to correct the degeneration due to so many brain surgeries and rounds of 
radiation. My only concern in all of this is be restored to the faithful celebration of Holy 
Mass.  You cannot possibly imagine how I miss celebrating Holy Mass with all of you or 
even privately in my suite at the rectory.  I shared with Bishop Checchio that this has 
been one of the greatest sorrows as a priest. To be stripped of this privilege and grace 
has cast me into a spirit of desolation.   However July 1 was indeed a hope-filled day!   

With your help I was finally able to gain some weight!  So many of you have provided 
food to the rectory.  Originally, I weighed 218 when I began this journey with cancer.  I 
managed to drop down to 153 pounds.  I have been joking with Fr. Lance and my sister, 
Maureen that the funeral buffet just keeps on coming through the rectory door.  The only 
problem with this picture is that the team from DeMarco Home for Funerals has yet to 
retrieve the body!  

I now have a prayer request for each of you.  On August 13th I will undergo another MRI 
of my brain and the following day a CAT scan of my esophagus.  Please join me in 
prayer with my two great intercessors, St. Bernadette and St. Pio, to accept whatever 
the outcome with perfect resignation that God’s Will be done be in my illness. 

Pax, 

Father Ed 


